midwife
" not having tried the pains sufficiently !" Since then, had been daily expecting labour to come on; but as it didn't, and as her husband had returned home from sea after an absence of ten months, and was naturally surprised to see her in the condition in which she was, she thought it time she had medical advice concerning herself.
She is a tall, raw-boned woman, aet. 37, is plain looking, with narrow forehead, and angular features. Has had seven children and one miscarriage. Two The most likely explanation of the prolonged duration of the pregnancy seems to be that the cephalic extremity being flat on the crown, and about the size of the palm of the hand, was incapable of being moulded, and so filling up and pressing equally upon the dilated neck of the womb. The deficient quantity of liquor amnii rather tended to increase than to lessen the obstacle to the progress of the labour.
A case in some respects analogous to this will be found described in the British Medical Journal of February 22,1873. In it the duration of pregnancy was 350 days.
